Bernice Rigdon Hardin
March 6, 1924 - February 18, 2014

Bernice Rigdon Hardin, faithful wife and beloved mother and grandmother,
passed away on February 18, 2014. Born on March 6, 1924 in Pickens
County, SC, she was the daughter of Emma Lenora Rigdon and Philip ller
Rigdon. Mrs. Hardin was married to the late Joseph Carl Hardin for 61 years,
until his death in 2002. She was predeceased by two brothers, Wallace
Quince Rigdon and Alfred Lawrence Rigdon, and by a twin sister, Beatrice,
who died in infancy.

Mrs. Hardin was a devoted mother to two sons and four daughters, Wendell
Carl Hardin (Elaine Bruce), Alan Wallace Hardin (Mary Childress), Brenda
Carol Hardin Payne (Joseph Payne IllI), Anne Marie Hardin Ritts, Elizabeth
Anita Hardin Looper (Scott Looper), of upstate S.C., and Lenora Ruth Hardin
Niesen (Gregory Niesen) of Anchorage, Alaska. She will always be revered as
the best of grandmothers by her four granddaughters, Andrea Hardin Garland,
Lauren Newman Ninan, Anna Hardin Gutierrez and Sidney Ritts Eskew; her
eight grandsons, Joe Payne, Matthew Hardin, Ed Ritts, Andrew Hardin, Trey
Newman, Gabriel Niesen, Alexander Newman and Isaac Niesen, and by their
families. Mrs. Hardin’s family was greatly blessed to have had a special
mother and grandmother. The high standards she held and the loving support,
wisdom, and guidance she extended to each of us will never be forgotten.
Mrs. Hardin was born and reared in the upstate and with her husband, was a
leading member of her community. She was a faithful servant of the Lord and
member of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, where she served as a Sunday



School and Bible School teacher and member of the W.M.S. Mrs. Hardin
practiced Christian charity, especially toward the elderly, and set an example
as a strong, Godly wife and mother and an encourager to the younger women
in the church.

Mrs. Hardin was an eighth-generation descendent, through the women of her
family, of Revolutionary War heroine, Laodicea “Dicey” Langston. An avid
genealogist, she enjoyed traveling with her husband to many areas of the
U.S., conducting genealogical research, which she shared generously with
others.

The family will receive friends from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Thursday evening at The
Howze Mortuary in Travelers Rest, SC.

Funeral services will be held on Friday, February 21st, at 2:00 p.m. at
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church in Pickens with private interment following.
Officiates will be Rev. Richard Burgess, Rev. Steve Hardin, and Rev. Zane
Talley. Mrs. Hardin’s grandsons will serve as pallbearers.

Memorial gifts may be designated to the Building Fund of Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church, 620 Pleasant Grove Church Road, Pickens, SC 29671.

The Howze Mortuary, Travelers Rest is in charge of arrangements. (864) 834-
8051



Cemetery Details

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church Cemetery

620 Pleasant Grove Road
Pickens, SC 29671

Previous Events
Visitation

FEB 20. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

The Howze Mortuary, Inc.

6714 State Park Road

P.O. Box 369

Travelers Rest, SC 29690

(864) 834-8051
thehowzemortuary@yahoo.com
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/

Service

FEB 21. 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM (ET)

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
620 Pleasant Grove Rd.
Pickens, SC


mailto:thehowzemortuary@yahoo.com
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/

Tribute Wall

Please know that you all are in my heart's thoughts during this time
of bereavement. Your lives were blessed with such a godly lady.
When | attended Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, | enjoyed the
times | shared with her. She would make me laugh and she would
touch my heart with her concern for others. Your parents were the
"cream of the crop." They had such a wonderful life together and
now we can rejoice that they are sharing eternal life with their
Saviour Jesus Christ. Please find comfort in the many wonderful
memories you shared with your mother and grandmother.

With loving prayers, Jane Burgess

Jane Burgess - February 20, 2014 at 05:56 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Bernice Rigdon Hardin.

February 19, 2014 at 02:48 PM


https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

