
Charles Franklin Turner Sr.
March 26, 1939 - November 10, 2025

Charles F. Turner Sr. (Buddy) of Travelers Rest, S.C. passed away in
Greenville S.C. on Monday, November 10, 2025 after battling congestive heart
failure for several years that robbed him of his mobility. He was 86 years old.
He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Joanne G. Turner and his son Charles
(Chuck) F. Turner Jr. (Angela) of Travelers Rest, S.C. and 2 granddaughters,
Ashley J. Turner of Greenville, S.C. and Meredith Turner Cooper (Corey) of
Taylors, S.C. The family will celebrate his life with a graveside service on
Thursday, November 13, 2025 at Reedy River Baptist Church in Travelers
Rest, S.C. at 11:00 a.m. The family will receive friends at the church beginning
at 10:00 a.m. before the service. In lieu of flowers, the family asks that
donations be made to the North Greenville Food Crisis Ministry in Travelers
Rest, S.C. 

 “Buddy”, to his family and friends, was born in Charleston, S.C. on March 26,
1939 to James A. and Alice Ballentine Turner of St. Stephen, S.C. Buddy was
their youngest son and brother of James A. Turner Jr. After spending his early
years in St. Stephen, in the middle of Hellhole Swamp in northern Berkeley
County, Buddy attended Porter Military School in Charleston, S.C. and Castle
Heights Military School in Lebanon, Tenn. before attending Trinity Pauling
School in Pauling, N.Y. for his high school education. 

 Buddy was a good athlete earning multiple varsity letters in football, wrestling,
baseball, and track and field. He was a team captain his senior year in football
and earned all state honors in wrestling as a light heavyweight. He was



chosen Head Prefect at Trinity Pauling as a senior. He played the trumpet in
the band and adeptly sang bass in several men’s choral groups. His summers
and vacations were spent in the Hellhole Swamp logging cypress and other
hardwoods while running a D-6 Caterpillar bulldozer (“Yella Gal”) under the
tutelage of John Henry Mazyck. Those lessons of hard work never left him.
Buddy also played fastpitch softball traveling the state coached by his uncle,
Dick Ballentine, and was a beach lifeguard at Myrtle Beach. 

 After graduating from Trinity Pauling in 1958, he came to Greenville, S.C. to
attend Furman University and play football. After surviving summer football
camp at Camp Rocky Bottom and battling through his freshman year
(freshmen athletes in the 1950s were required to redshirt), Buddy found that
life was much more enjoyable as a member of Kappa Alpha Order fraternity.
On a fateful Sunday afternoon, he and a KA brother persuaded 2 Furman co-
eds to give them a ride around the brand new Furman campus which led to
his introduction to Joanne Greene of Travelers Rest who would become his
wife a short year and a half later and his life long love. Their marriage lasted
65 years until his death. Together, they had one son, Charles F. Turner Jr. but
biology aside, they loved and supported a number of sons who were Chuck’s
friends and teammates. 

 Buddy was an ROTC member at Furman, winning Furman's highest ROTC
honor his senior year. He was commissioned as 1st Lieutenant in the 7th
Armored Cavalry R egiment of the U.S. Army. After graduating Furman with a
B.A. in business/political science in 1962, he was stationed in West Germany
on the West Germany/East Germany border as a tank commander at the
height of the Cold War and during President Kennedy’s assassination. 

 After being honorably discharged from the U.S. Army and receiving a
promotion to the rank of Captain, Buddy was employed in sales and marketing
for 17 years, first in the apparel business with Stone Manufacturing Co. and
eventually in plastics with Hoechst Celanese. Buddy became President of
Turner Lumber Company before returning to school receiving his certification
as a Registered Nurse from Greenville Technical College in 1978 and



obtained a specialization in cardiac care. 
 Being a devoted runner and bicyclist for over 40 years, Buddy founded the

North Greenville Fitness and Cardiac Rehabilitation Clinic in Travelers Rest,
S.C. in 1978 which he operated until the day he died, performing
electrocardiograms and wellness testing on firefighters and first responders.
Over 46 years of serving his life’s mission, he monitored the physical testing of
tens of thousands of firefighters while giving them his good natured ribbing
and hard time. 

 In his younger days, he was a member of the Travelers Rest chapter of the
Jaycees, and in his later years, faithfully supported the North Greenville Food
Crisis Ministry. He was a life long member of the Episcopal church and, at his
death, was still a member of Christ Church in Greenville which he joined while
at Furman. However, he also attended Reedy River Baptist Church and Berea
First Baptist Church over the years. He was a faithful supporter of Furman
athletics having season tickets on the 50 yard line in Paladin Stadium from the
moment it opened for over 30 years and followed the team to various away
games and playoff appearances. While his son attended Wofford College, he
was a proud member of the Wofford College Parents Advisory Board at the
same time he was on the Furman University Alumni Board. In 2005, Buddy
received the Furman University Distinguished Alumni Award. He was also a
member of Green Valley Country Club for almost 50 years. 

 Buddy’s life was one of effort and caring. In 1982, he started the Travelers
Rest American Legion baseball team (the only American Legion team in the
state of S.C. without an active Legion post at the time) purchasing an old
school bus which he painted blue. It was a fixture and discernable landmark
sitting in his driveway for years and led to a common point of reference as his
son met his future wife. He loved his family which included many friends of his
son, and cared for everyone that worked with him and was screened by his
clinic. He loved beach music and shagging to it with the love of his life,
Bushmills Irish Whiskey, ice cream, Mrs. Flora’s chocolate pie, and Furman



football. His family takes comfort knowing he is with his Savior in heaven. He
is also reunited with his predeceased friends Dennis Sides, Dugan Foster, and
Jerry Sutphin who together are no doubt looking for fun and some sort of
mischief. 
FU ALL THE TIME! 

 A Graveside service with Military Honors will be held at 11 AM on Thursday,
November 13th at Reedy River Baptist Church Cemetery. 

 The family will greet friends from 10 am until 10:50 am in the Church
Sanctuary prior to the Graveside Service.



Cemetery Details

Reedy River Baptist Church Cemetery

871 By Pass 25 North
Greenville, SC 29617

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 13. 10:00 AM - 10:50 AM (ET)

Reedy River Baptist Church Cemetery
871 By Pass 25 North
Greenville, SC 29617

Graveside Service

NOV 13. 11:00 AM (ET)

Reedy River Baptist Church Cemetery
871 By Pass 25 North
Greenville, SC 29617
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Preston and Ann Golightly - December 04, 2025 at 11:30 PM

Joanne and Family,
 So sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts

and prayers.
 Preston and Ann Golightly

Chris Larsen - November 22, 2025 at 01:48 PM

Joanne, Chuck, and the family. My heart goes out to you all with the
passing of Charles. This weighs very heavy on my heart. Charles
did make a difference in so many people's lives. He did show me a
massive amount of things about life that I will benefit from forever.
Spending 21 years with Charles almost daily, he became more to
me than he ever knew. Peace be with you Charles. Boogity Boogity
sir!!!

Jimmy Watson - November 14, 2025 at 10:06 PM

Jimmy Watson lit a candle in memory of
Charles Turner

Bob Thompson - November 13, 2025 at 04:28 PM

Buddy was our "get 'er done" KA Brother. Such a great and
accomplished guy,always with a big laugh and biggerr smile. Love
and hugs to Joann and family from Bob and Norma.
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Bob Couch Sr. - November 13, 2025 at 03:38 PM

Joanne, it has been a long time since the Travelers Rest
Elementary days! I have remained connected to your family through
my son Bobby and your son Chuck! So sorry to hear the passing of
your husband! My prayers are extended to you and your family! May
the memories you all shared together sustain you during the days of
grief! 
Bob Couch, Sr.

Stephen Garland - November 13, 2025 at 12:16 PM

I still remember coach Turner taking his time to help me with hind
catching skills even though I played on another team. Stuck with me
all these years. I 

 Can also still hear his voice in the stands. Will be missed. God
Bless the Family.

"County" Hawkins - November 12, 2025 at 07:25 PM

"County" Hawkins lit a candle in memory of
Charles Turner

November 12, 2025 at 01:32 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Charles Franklin Turner Sr..

https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Green Valley Country Club - November 12, 2025 at 01:06 PM

Green Valley Country Club purchased the Dream
s From the Heart Bouquet for the family of
Charles Franklin Turner Sr..

Eric Patch - November 12, 2025 at 08:50 AM

So sorry to hear about Charles. He was a great man and will be
missed. Eric, Jenna, Landon and Hayden Patch.

Nicolata McKenzie - November 11, 2025 at 08:41 PM

Our sincere condolences to the family of Mr.
Charles Turner, Sr., from Kenneth and
Jamelle McKenzie. You all are in our thoughts
and prayers. Kenneth’s mom Joanne
McKenzie worked for Mrs. Turner for many
years. She shared many fond memories before her death.

Jonell Hart - November 11, 2025 at 07:33 PM

Jonell Hart lit a candle in memory of Charles
Turner

https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 11, 2025 at 07:32 PM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Charles Franklin Turner Sr..

Brian & Jeanne Michel - November 11, 2025 at 07:32 PM

Brian & Jeanne Michel planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Charles Franklin
Turner Sr..

Jimmy Gaffney - November 11, 2025 at 04:07 PM

Many thoughts and prayers to Mrs Turner, Chuck, Angela, Ashley,
and Meredith upon the loss of a stalwart Husband, Father, and
Grandfather…his generation knew how to succeed and prioritize
their responsibilities to God and their families…a real true Patriarch
that all men should emulate…rest in peace Mr 

 Buddy knowing you did your job

JJ
Joann Jones - November 12, 2025 at 03:20 PM

Joann sending hugs and prayers on behalf of the entire family

LS

larry and Palma Simmons - November 13, 2025 at 09:27 AM

Dear Joann who wins I look for on the side of the road to pick up and
bring tomorrow to church we had several laughs about this our prayers
are with you and your family Larry and Palma Simmons waynesville nc

https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1404&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

