
Lee M. Barnett
October 3, 1928 - November 18, 2013

Alma Lee Murray Barnett died at home on November 18, 2013 after a long
battle with Progressive Supranuclear Palsy. Born in Premier, West Virginia on
October 3, 1928, Lee was the eldest daughter of the late Ina and Jesse
Murray. Lee was known to her friends in Travelers Rest and Marietta as a
woman of strong character and tireless devotion to her family and community.
Lee is survived by her husband of sixty-three years, Dr. James E. Barnett, and
their three children: Lesha (John) Nix of Conyers, GA; Kimberly (Matt) Elliott
of Greenville, SC; and Jim Barnett Jr. (Annalynn) of Greenville, SC, as well as
her granddaughter, Margaret Nix of Seattle, WA. She is also survived by her
three siblings: Jesse (Camille) of Fort Walton Beach, FL; Bob (Jan) of
Greenville, SC; and Mary Ann Tobin of Amelia Island, FL, in addition to many
beloved nieces and nephews. Lee was predeceased by her daughter Melanie,
her brother Sherman (Gail), and her brother-in-law Tommy. 

Upon graduation from Winthrop College in 1950 (Bachelor of Arts), Lee and
Jim married and moved to Charleston, SC where Jim attended the Medical
University of South Carolina and Lee worked for GMAC Financial. Following
Jim’s graduation, the couple settled in Travelers Rest to rear their family until
retiring to Marietta in 2000. 

 

Lee was forever dedicated to her family, church and community. She served
as an active member of Travelers Rest United Methodist Church (TRUMC) for



which she worked tirelessly in numerous areas of ministry, specifically in
missions and with the United Methodist Women (UMW). Her spirit was
poignantly captured in a tribute presented to her by TRUMC: “At first she
sneaks up on you. Her gentle voice and smile sometimes camouflage Lee’s
powerful spirit. Her creativity, enthusiasm and good sense have contributed to
UMW and have helped continue and expand a proud tradition.” 

As a passionate supporter of her community, Lee led Girl Scout troops and
served as a member of the Travelers Rest Garden Club, as well as the
Greenville County Medical Auxiliary. She was instrumental in expanding the
reach of Meals on Wheels to northern Greenville County. Lee enjoyed
traveling and was well known for her expertise in the southern kitchen and
talents as a seamstress. 

The family would like to extend their heartfelt gratitude to the committed
caregivers who lovingly devoted themselves to Lee every day throughout her
illness. 

 

Funeral services will be held Thursday, November 21 at TRUMC at 2:00 p.m.
The family will receive friends prior to the service at 1:00 p.m. Burial will be at
Ebenezer Baptist Church Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to: 

 

Meals on Wheels 
 115 Oregon Street 
 Greenville, SC 29615 

 

The family is at home. Online condolences may be expressed to the family at
www.howzemortuary.com. 

The Howze Mortuary, Travelers Rest, is in charge of arrangements. 864-834-



8051.



Cemetery Details

Ebenezer Baptist Church Cemetery

28 Ebenezer Church Road
Travelers Rest, SC 29690

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 21. 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Travelers Rest United Methodist Church
19 South Main Street
Travelers Rest, SC

Service

NOV 21. 2:00 PM (ET)

Travelers Rest United Methodist Church
19 South Main Street
Travelers Rest, SC
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James R. Lay - November 22, 2013 at 09:26 AM

Dr Barnett, 
 So sorry to learn of the loss of your wife, Lee. Although I never met

her, I am sure she was a wonderful mate to you and mother for your
children. You may remember me as "Rat" Lay, Clemson, '48.

Bob Trentham - November 21, 2013 at 09:49 PM

Dr. Barnett and family, 
 Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

  
Bob and. Brenda Trentham

Dottie Rhoden - November 20, 2013 at 08:02 PM

Kim and family, 
 I am truly sorry to hear of the passing of your mom. I pray the Lord

will wrap His loving arms around you during this difficult time. Dottie
Dockery Rhoden

Frankie Pace - November 20, 2013 at 02:03 PM

Frankie Pace lit a candle in memory of Lee M.
Barnett
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Robert Barbara Mabry - November 20, 2013 at 10:07 AM

Sorry to hear of the passing of Lee, she fought a good battle for
many years and will be greatly missed. We would love to attend the
service and see all of the family but due to Barbara's health issues
we will not be able to do so. We will keep the family in our thoughts
and prayers. Bob and Barbara Mabry

Willa Veach - November 19, 2013 at 07:34 PM

I remember planting bulbs in the circle at TRUMC with Lee and Lois
Bostick years ago and laughing about not having a plan and
wouldn't it be a surprise when they bloomed all over the place! I will
remember her sweet smile and loving heart always. I'll be praying
for comfort and peace during this most difficult time. 

 Willa Veach

November 19, 2013 at 10:21 AM

Blushing Lilies was purchased for the family of
Lee M. Barnett.

https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4138&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4138&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

