
Dr. Marvin Russell Havens
August 4, 1948 - February 11, 2026

Dr. Marvin Russel Havens, 77, husband of Sue Havens, passed away on
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at Greenville Memorial Hospital. 

 

Born August 4, 1948, in Sanger, California and a long-time resident of Greer,
SC, he was the son of the late Dr. Nels Havens and Eleanor Havens. 

Known to many simply as Marv, he was always ready to help all of his friends
and neighbors, whether it was to fix various engines and cars, or just to teach
a life lesson or tell a story. Marv didn’t have all the answers, but he knew 3
other people that did. He built relationships over boxes of doughnuts or beer
as required. From an early age he had a love of reading, cars (mostly
Chevy’s), and railroads. 

He was a member of St Peter’s Episcopal Church, Greenville, SC and
thoroughly enjoyed being part of St Peter’s Men’s group “Romeos”, aka
Retired Old Men Eating Out. 

 

Marv is survived by his wife Sue; her sons Brian Williamson (Terri), and Lee
Williamson; granddaughter Brianna Williamson; sisters Marilyn Demijan (Don)
and Norma Havens (Bob Belknap); nieces Vanessa Lindeberg, and Karin
Demijan King; nephews Nico Black and Brian Demijan; and several
grandnieces and a grandnephew. 



One of Marv’s most joyful roles was being a grandfather to Brianna. He never
thought he would have children but gained two adult sons in Brian and Lee
when he married Sue. Brianna filled him with joy, and he bragged about her to
everyone. They had a special relationship which included many days at Dairy
Queen eating ice cream, exploring used books stores, and Marv sharing his
love of trains with her, leading to them being elves every December on the
Greenville & Western Railway’s Santa Train. 

 

Marv retired from Sealed Air/Cryovac in Duncan, SC. He previously worked
for Union Carbide research laboratory in South Charleston, West Virginia,
after working with a Shell Oil co-op in Roxanna Illinois during college. After
retirement from Cryovac, Marv taught classes in radiation safety and polymer
science and processing, and helped found Clemson University’s Center for
Advanced Engineering Fibers and Films. He earned the respect of his
coworkers and friends through his sound judgment and extensive knowledge,
which yielded 41 U.S. patents throughout his career. During his long career in
chemical engineering, he traveled the world. He enjoyed traveling and would
often tell stories of his adventures; from having US tourists in Germany
thinking he was actually German, to riding camels in Egypt to visit the
pyramids, and walking along the Great Wall in China. 

After graduating from East Alton Wood River High School, Wood River Illinois,
he continued his education at Rolla Missouri School of Mines, earning his
bachelor, master’s and doctorate degrees. Marv was also a lifetime Alumni of
Sigma Pi Fraternity Alpha Iota Chapter at Rolla and a Member of the
Academy of Chemical and Biochemical Engineers. His passion of railroads
led him to the Greenville Chapter National Railway Historical Society Inc, Hub
City Railroad Museum in Greer, South Carolina (SC). He rode trains at every
chance throughout the world. 



There will be a Celebration of Life on Saturday February 21, 2026, 1pm at St
Peter’s Episcopal Church, 910 Hudson Road, Greenville, SC. A fellowship
time will follow at the church to share memories and stories of Marv. 

 

The Celebration of Life will be live streamed on the church’s website www.StP
etersGreenville.com and on YouTube. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Greenville Chapter of the
NRHS (https://secure.nrhs.com/forms/giving) or to St. Peters Episcopal
Church (https://www.stpetersgreenville.com/giving).



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

FEB 21. 1:00 PM (ET)

St Peter's Church-Episcopal
910 Hudson Rd
Greenville, SC 29615-3430
(864) 268-7280
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The Howze Mortuary - February 21 at 09:34 AM

The Howze Mortuary created a Webcast in memory of Dr. Marvin
Russell Havens

Keith Cunningham - March 04 at 02:11 PM

So sorry for your loss. Marv was quiet an interesting man. After
reading his obituary, I wish I had spent more time in getting to know
him. My prayers are with your famlly. 

  
Keith Cunningham

February 21 at 11:46 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Dr. Marvin Russell Havens.

norma havens - February 20 at 07:44 PM

The live stream for Marv Havens Celebration of Life has moved to
this link http://meet.google.com/iwc-efmq-amd

http://meet.google.com/iwc-efmq-amd
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William O. - February 20 at 11:18 AM

William O. planted a grove of 50 <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Trees</a> in honor of Dr. Marvin
Russell Havens.

February 18 at 10:43 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Dr. Marvin Russell Havens.

February 18 at 10:43 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Dr. Marvin Russell Havens.

Barbara McPike - February 17 at 08:45 PM

Dear Marv, I will always remember several long-standing jokes that
we shared (since you were and will always be my favorite brudder-
in-law): Coffee = Vitamin C, from Dr Seuss: “Happy Un-birthday”. I
also have fond memories of one time when I came for a visit, Marv
took me to the gun range (I had never been to one before, (and
turns out I was a pretty good shot). I will also will remember how
you enjoyed the tortulacci at Portofino’s restaurant in Greenville.
And how dear you were when dad (your father-in-law) was so ill with
Parkinson’s and you took him for a drive in his beloved Datsun Z …
just so many special loving memories…Godspeed to you…

https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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February 17 at 04:36 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of Dr. Marvin Russell Havens.

February 17 at 04:36 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Dr. Marvin Russell Havens.

Mike McConnell - February 17 at 04:10 PM

I had the pleasure of working with Marv at Cryovac, both being
assigned to the ESD project. Once Marv realized a was also a
Pastor and had a granddaughter, most of our discussions were of
the Lord or the wonder of our granddaughter. My prayers are with
the family. May God the Holy Spirit bring comfort to each one.
Pastor Mike M.

February 17 at 02:45 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Dr. Marvin Russell Havens.

https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.thehowzemortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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February 17 at 02:45 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Dr. Marvin Russell Havens.


